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The Season Ticket 
Columbia Theater/ Music Center 
Member Newsletter 
VOLUME VII , NUMBER 1 NOVEMBER 1991 
• 
SUBSCRIBER CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
Please call 
productions 
productions . 
(312) 663-9465 for reservations to Ma i n Season 
and to confirm performance times for workshop 
All workshop productions are free. 
THE WOKEN HERE ARE 
NO DIFFERENT 
By Nancy Beckett 
(Downstairs Studio) 
AUGUST SNOW 
By Reynolds Price 
(Downstairs Studio) 
Preview 
Opening 
Run 
Opening 
Run 
JAZZ PANORAMA Previews 
Featuring the music of Performances 
Stan Kenton, Duke 
Ellington, Jelly Roll 
Morton, and William Russo. 
(Getz Theater) 
GUITAR JURIES 
(Downstairs Studio) 
MACBETH 
by William Shakespeare 
(Downstairs studio) 
Opening 
Run 
November 6 ,7 at 7 p.m . 
November 8 at 7 p.m 
November 9 at 8 p.m. 
November 10 at 3 p.m . 
November 12,13 at 4 p.m. 
November 14,15 , 16 at 8 p.m. 
November 17 at 3 p .m. 
November 22 
November 23 through 27 
December 12 at 12 : 30 p.m. 
andat s:OOp.m. 
December 13 at 7: 30 p. m. 
December 14 at 8 : 00 p. m. 
December 7 
December 3 
December 4,5,6 
CURTAINS RIS I NG ON THE 
KAINSTAGE 
JAZZ PANORAMA will be this 
year ' s first presentation in 
the Getz Theater . Directed and 
conceived by William Russo, 
Director of the contemporary 
American Music Program, the 
concert will feature the music 
of Jelly Roll Morton, Duke 
Elling ton, St an Kenton and Mr. 
Russo. Patricia Patton wil l 
c horeograph dances for the 
piece and featured faculty 
performers i nclude Orbert c . 
Davis , Carol Loverde and Bobbi 
Wilsyn. 
JAZZ PANORAMA will be presented 
i n four segments, chronicling 
eras in jazz from the l920's to 
today . Called "delectable 
jazz" by Russo, the music 
ranges from elevated classical 
jazz to razzy vaudeville . "We 
will be attempting to recreate 
the original arrangements of 
many of the orchestrations, 
with the assistance of various 
national scholars and 
organizations ," says Russo . 
"The students will also be 
working with the Classic Jazz 
Ensemble . I worked with this 
group at a concert which was 
par t of this year ' s Jazz 
Festival, and I'm delighted to 
bring them together again at 
t he Theater/Music Center ." 
JAZZ PANORAMA plays in the Getz 
Theater on December 12,13, a nd 
14 . For reservations and 
i nformation, call 
(312) 663-9 465 . 
LIGHTS UP ON THE STUDIO 
The Women Here Are No 
Different, directed by Terry 
McCabe a nd written by Chicago ' s 
Nancy Beckett, will open 
Columbia college's Theater 
Season on November 8, 1991, and 
will be performed in the 
Downstairs Studio . The 
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Women ... takes place in a 
shelter for battered women and 
includes a cast of seven women, 
each with a different story to 
tell and experience to 
overcome. 
Terry McCabe, Artistic 
Consultant at Columbia College 
and the Resident Director for 
Wisdom Bridge Theatre , has 
wanted to direct this show 
since he first read it ten 
years ago . He first ran across 
it while working at the Body 
Politic Theatre. Part of his 
job there was to read 
unsolicited scripts submitted 
to the theatre. 
When asked what intrigued him 
most about this play , Terry 
replied , " I enjoy this kind of 
play. It ' s not plot dependent 
or the simple telling of a 
story, but rather it is driven 
by theme . The action of the 
play is like peeling an onion, 
going through it layer by 
layer . " 
During the course of the play, 
"Each character comes to grips 
with her problem and takes 
control of her life . The 
shelt e r gives them a safe place 
where they can attempt to take 
control of their lives . They 
deci de how they want to live in 
this world by realizing they 
have the right to choose their 
fate ." Al though the cast is 
completely composed of women, 
all the characters make 
important discoveries about 
themselves that speak 
universally to male and female 
audience members . "Everyone 
needs to stop at least once a nd 
t ake control of where they are 
going in life. " 
Playwright Nancy Beckett, 
wrote The Women . .. in 1979 at 
the request of a director 
friend i n Minnesota. It began 
simply as an interesting 
theater project but came to 
mean much more to Nancy. "This 
play has been produced over a 
dozen times, and I've enjoyed 
every one of the productions." 
The Women Here Are No Different 
previews November 6 and 7, and 
runs November 8- 17. There will 
be one evening benefit 
performance for a Chicagoland 
battered women ' s shelter. 
Tickets for this performance 
wi ll be $15.00 with a reception 
fo llowing. Al l other even ings 
will be $2.00 . For information 
and reservations, call (312) 
66!)-9465. 
FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 
Joe Cerqua, Introduction to 
Music Theory teacher, is 
beginning his first semester as 
a faculty member at Columbia . 
Born and raised in Chicago, Joe 
is a working composer of 
original scores and sound 
design for Chicago theater, and 
a private coach for piano and 
voice . 
While he was attending The 
American Conservatory Music, 
The Chicago Shakespeare Company 
hired him as a sound designer . 
For them he designed A 
Midsummer Nig ht 's Dream, with a 
"tribal feel, " Measure Foi; 
Measure , which had a rock 
score, and Twelfth Night, using 
reggae rhythms. 
After completing his work for 
CSC , he formed "High Anxiety, " 
a multi- media band which 
incorporated actors, dancers, 
visual effects and acoustical 
and electrical instruments . The 
band played at all the main 
alternative clubs in the city 
to wide acclaim. 
Having graduated from The 
American Conservat ory of Mus i c 
and attended the School of the 
Art Institute for a time, Joe 
became increasingly interested 
in sound des i gn for the 
theater . " It was important to 
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have my music hea rd and thea ter 
seemed the best way. I 
wouldn't have to worry about 
getting an audience , lighting, 
or any of the more technical 
aspects . " Around this time, 
Joe realized tha t the overhead 
for "High Anxiety" outweighed 
the pay and decided on a change 
in direction . 
It was thep that "High Anxiety" 
created a show for high school 
students called "Rockin ' 
Sh a kespeare" which put 
Shakespeare's monologues and 
sonnets to rock and reggae 
music . Th ey play mostly to 
inner city kids . "At first 
they are slow to get into it, 
but by the second song we h ave 
them." 
Joe has received Joseph 
Jefferson Citations for his 
original music for Oasis 
Theater ' s production of Sound 
of a Voice by David Hwang, and 
for his sound design for Chaos 
at Lifeline Theater. Also, Joe 
was Jeff Nominated for his 
original score for A Wrinkle in 
Time at Lifeline Theater and 
his sound design for Northlight 
Theatre ' s Pick up Ax. Most of 
his sou nd designs include a 
l arge amount of original 
composition. In the last two 
years Joe has written over 
twenty-four scores. His most 
recent work was for American 
Blues' upcoming production of 
Monsters. Like most of the 
teachers at Columbia, Joe 
continues to work 
professionally in his field, 
allowing him to bring up to 
date information to his 
students. 
FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 
Accents and Dialects teacher 
Susan Philpot is beginning her 
second year as an i nstructor at 
Columbia College . She is an 
accompl ished actress as well as 
accent coach . He r a c t i ng 
credi t s include When She 
Danced , Breakinq the Codp by 
Hugh Wh i temore, and Equus by 
Peter Shaffer, curre ntly 
pla ying a t Interplay Theat re 
a nd wel l received by t he press . 
Al l t h ree of these s hows 
i ncluded accent and d ial ect 
wor k. 
Susan has be e n act i ve i n 
theater since the a g e o f six. 
" I told my mothe r, a t twe lve , 
that it was t ime I be gan 
tra i ning f or theater . Wh e n she 
ask ed me what I meant to do, 
where wou l d I train? I tol d 
her I would j ust look in the 
phone pages unti l I f ound the 
right p lace ." Susan stud i ed 
for four years at Bar num 
Theater and variou s o ther 
academies . She then attended 
both Wright Junior College a nd 
No r theastern I l l i n o is 
University . 
After college Susan conti nued 
her training t hrough pr ivat e 
l essons . She was only able to 
af f ord the l essons by 
s c holarsh i p a nd by "going 
wi thout" . Her teachers 
i ncluded Eva Le Gallie nne at 
the age of 21, f or the 
classics, Euge n ie Leontovich, 
and Anthony Quinn . However, in 
her mid-twenties it was 
d i scove red that Susan ha d 
throat c a ncer . The tumor was 
s uccessfully removed a nd i t s 
progress halted, but she was 
slow to recover the use o f her 
voi ce . She was r eluctant t o go 
back to theater for fear of 
damaging her voice further or 
do i ng irreparable d amage to it . 
However , Sus an did return t o 
the a ter t h irty years l a ter . 
Since coming back to theater , 
Susan ha s not stopped work ing . 
Her f irst step towards re-
enteri ng the theater world was 
to wor k wi t h a voice teacher to 
s t r e ng the n h e r voice and avoid 
any c hance of damage. Ain • t 
Life Gra n d , a one woman s h ow 
was Susan's first pro ject . 
With six d i ff eren t c haract ers, 
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the p l ay was wr i tten a nd 
perf ormed by Susan. Next s h e 
performed in J uno a nd t h e 
Paycoc k by Sean O'Casey . I t 
was around t h is t i me she became 
interest ed in accents and 
d i alects and she ha s been 
worki ng in t hat capacity for 
various productions and with 
many students s i nce . 
FACULTY S POTLIGHT 
Arti st- i n-Resi dence Albert 
''Bi l l '' Williams is a graduate 
of Col umbi a Colleg e . He 
graduated in 1973 as a Music 
Major . During his studies a t 
Columbi a , Will iams bega n to 
col l a bor a t e wi th William Russo , 
Contemporar y America n Music 
Program Director . After 
graduati on , Wi lliams t a ught for 
a bri ef time , c ontinuing to 
work creat ively wi th Russo , 
Rus so writing the music a nd 
Wi lliams writing t h e lyric s . 
Their f irst collaboration was 
I sapella's Portune , a comic 
op e ra in a "pop neo- c l assical 
style . " Soon , word of 
Isabella' s Portune reached New 
York City . 
While i n New York working on 
Isabella ' s For tune , Willi ams 
worked as a voca l coach and 
mus i cal a s s istant for The 
J offrey Ballet ' s Bi- Centennial 
production. Gera l d Arpino , 
then Ass ociate Arti s t ic 
Director and the present 
Artist ic Director, had seen a 
stude nt work of Bi ll ' s a t 
Columbia i n 1973 . He ha d 
i nvi ted Bi ll t o get in touch if 
h e e ver came to New York , and 
he did . The Bi- Ce ntennia l show 
was based on the mus i c o f 
Stephen Foster , described by 
Williams as ''the Henry Mancini 
of h i s day . '' I t was Williams ' 
j ob to f ind appropriate songs 
for the produc t ion . Will i ams 
t a ught t he d a ncers t o s ing , 
recordi ng t h e music a nd vocals 
in a studi o . Th e tap e was 
l ater used as the music f or the 
p erfo rmance . 
In 1975 Williams returned to 
Chicago t o sing lead in a rock 
band called "Freeze" with other 
Columbia alumni . " Freeze" 
toured the midwes t for three 
years a nd released an album . 
However, life on the road was 
not enough for Williams, wh o 
not only has a passion for 
music but l oves theater as 
well . After thr e e years of 
performing , h e decided that his 
tru e p lace was behind t he 
s cenes . 
Wil liams moved on to j ournalism 
whi l e c ontinuing his work as a 
lyricist. I n pursuing 
journalism, he felt his calling 
most strongly as a t heater 
cri tic. '' I saw a gap, a 
vacuum , I could fi l l ," says 
Williams about his wish to be a 
critic . Now the lead theater 
crit ic for The Reader , Williams 
began as a freelance writer for 
the periodical Illinois 
Entertainment which h e had 
first encountered during his 
t ime with " Freeze . " Eventually 
Wi lliams branched out to 
writing for Windv Citv Times 
l ocally , a nd American Theatre 
Magazine and The New xork Times 
Book Review nationally. 
Wi ll iams continued to pursue 
his mus i c career. In 1984 he 
and Russo picked up where 
they ' d left off and wrote a 
second piece together entitled 
The Gol den Bird which Williams 
describes as a "musical piece 
for children with lyrics and 
narration . " The Golden Bird 
was writ ten for the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra ' s family 
concert seri es and performed in 
orchestra Hal l with members of 
the CSO . Th e production was 
d i rected by Sheldon Patinkin, 
Theater/ Music Department 
Chairperson , a n d co-
choreographed by Estelle 
Spector, Columbia faculty 
member . 
Since then 
worked 
Albert Williams has 
on numerous 
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collaborati on s with William 
Russo and o n many of h i s own 
p rojects as well. He is 
currently working on Jazz 
Panorama, a conc ert i nc luding 
the music of Duke Ell ington, 
Stan Kenton , Jelly Rol l Morton, 
and William Russo which is 
scheduled t o open December 3 in 
Columbia ' s Getz Theater. 
WHAT' S NEWS 
Faculty member Cecilie O'Reilly 
will j o i n her sister Jamie 
o ' Reilly for a performance of 
Irish music at the Chicago 
Public Library cultural center 
Wednes da y , October 16, 1991 at 
5 : 30 p .m. The concert is part 
of the crisis series and is 
specifically devoted to Ireland 
i n Crisis . 
Artist- in - Residence Jeff 
Ginsberg is playing Scoop 
Rosenbaum in The Heid i 
Chronicles at National Jewish 
Theater in Skokie directed by 
Sheldon Patinkin . Later in the 
semester h e will direct 
Reynolds Price's August snow 
featur i ng faculty member 
Kathleen Perkins in Columbi a's 
Downstairs Studio. 
Acting teacher Brian Shaw is 
appearing as "The Doctor" in an 
adaptation of Anton Chekhov ' s 
Ward S i x at the Curi ous Theatre 
Branch. Performances run 
through mid- November . 
Theater Department Cha i rperson 
Sheldon Patinkin directed The 
Heidi Chronicles at the 
Nat ional Jewish Theater which 
opened at t he beginning of 
October and moves to t h e 
Halsted Theater Cente r in 
November . He is also directing 
t h e 75th revue at The Second 
City, scheduled t o open in 
November. 
St age Combat teacher David 
Woolley recently finished a 
s ummer tou r of Renaissance 
faires and vaudeville circuits 
in Maine, Wisconsin and 
Maryland. Dav id is presently 
choreographing a stage combat 
performance for Columbia's 
Class Bash as well as 
performing at the Texas 
Renaissance Faire for the next 
eight weeks. 
Make-up teacher Tom Mula, after 
a run as Richard III at The 
Festival Theatre in Oak Park , 
directed Playing with Fire: 
After Frankenstein at the Body 
Politic Theatre which began 
previews October 1. Mr. Mula 
was also recently nominated for 
two Joseph Jefferson Awards for 
his co-adaptation of Sylvia ' s 
Reill Good Advice, at the 
Organic Theater , and for his 
adaptation of The GolAA 
performed at The National 
Jewish Theater . This year Mula 
will play Scrooge in The 
Goodman Theatre's annual 
production of A Christmas 
Carol. 
Theater faculty member Kathleen 
Perkins will be directing Lady 
Windamere's Fan by Oscar Wilde 
for the cos Players on the 
Northside. 
Sound designer Jim Dawson was 
recently nominated for a Joseph 
Jefferson Award for his sound 
design on Body Politic's Artist 
Descending A Staircase. 
Acting teacher Paul i ne 
Brailsford is currently filming 
on location in Evansville for 
Penny Marshall's new film, A 
League of Their own, starring 
Tom Hanks, Geena Davis, and 
Madonna. 
Theater faculty member Barbara 
Robertson will be performing in 
c a,ndide at The court Theatre 
unti l the beginning of 
November . 
Movement instructor Nana 
Shineflug• s The Chicago Moving 
Compa ny celeb rates its 20th 
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Anniversary. Concerts will be 
at the Columbia College Dance 
Center in February. Dan 
Waggoner, one of America ' s best 
choreographers and teachers 
will be setting a new work on 
the company. The Moving 
Company will also be presenting 
a program for children at the 
Regal Theater. Shineflug is 
currently acting as a resource 
to the Mundelein School 
District and to Henking school 
in Glenview as these schools 
work to implement the state 
goals for Learning in the Fine 
Arts. 
Music Artist- in-Residence Bobbi 
Wilsyn is presently singing 
aboard the Odyssey cruise ship 
until the end of t h e season , 
October 31st, and for special 
occasions including New Year ' s 
Eve . 
Jazz History teacher Barry 
Winograd's sixteen piece band 
called "The Alternatives" 
performs every Monday night at 
Schuba's. 
Singing instructor carol 
Loverde will be releasing a 
compact disc of French and 
Italian songs in January, 1992. 
The pianist on the disc is John 
Wustman, who plays for 
Pavarotti. 
Music faculty member Jeff Maish 
will be performing wi th 
"Wavelength" a Second City 
style comedy troupe in Niagara 
Falls, New York at the end of 
October. He recently performed 
in the Royal George ' s Ruggles 
Cabaret with singer Caron 
Buinis, also arranging all of 
the music. The project was co-
produced by Production Manager 
Patrick Fitzpatrick. New 
projects incl ude playing with 
singer Shane Tay l or and 
beginning work on her first CD, 
as well as playing piano for 
The Organic Theater ' s Tales 
From The Front which opens in 
November , 
Music Department Chairperson 
William Russo participated in 
the Chicago Jazz Festival's 
opening night and the 
subsequent broadcast . This 
spring he served as 
composer/conductor at the "Back 
to Balboa" festival in 
California, p l aying historic 
Stan Kenton music which was 
t aped by CBS for Charles 
Kuralt 's Sunday Morning 
program . Also, a reissue of 
the complete Stan Kenton 
Orchestra recordings of works 
by Russo and Bill Holman came 
out this summer. Upcoming 
events for Russo include a 
release by GM reco rds of 
"Virtuosity, " a CD showcase 
which i ncludes Russo's "English 
Concerto ." 
Columbia theater student 
Michael Stewart will be 
directing Bastards at the 
Annoyance Theater opening at 
the end of October and p laying 
on Monday nights. Actors in 
the production include Columbia 
alumni and students Jennifer 
Pompa, Eric Hoffman, Mike 
Monterastelli, Tony DiCosala, 
Brett Radford , Jason Lubow, and 
Gabrielle Sanalitro . 
Theater alumni Kara Zediker is 
currently performing in The 
Chicago conspiracy Trial at The 
Remains Theatre and will be 
appearing in the next 
Steppenwolf production. 
An original work entitled sour 
Milk is currently being 
performed at The Baili wick 
Repertory Theater as a late 
night show Friday and 
Saturdays . Col umbia alumni and 
students include director, 
Jennifer Markowitz, and actors, 
Crislyn V' Soske and Tim O'Shea . 
Prelude to a Kiss directed by 
Sheldon Patinkin at the 
Wellington Theater presently 
includes Columbia students and 
alumni Brett Radford, Ajay 
Naidu, Klahr Thorsen and 
Phillip Lee. 
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Theater Artist-in- Residence 
Chris Phillips designed lights 
for both Phantom of the oper a 
at Oak Brook Drury Lane and 
Jump For Joy at Pegasus 
Players . I n October he will be 
designing lights for Hapgood at 
Center Theatre , and designing 
lights and the set of Dracyla 
for American Ballet Repertory 
Theatre 's National Tour. Chris 
is also working on Ba llet 
Chicago ' s performance at the 
Columbia College's Dance 
center. 
Chuck Smith, Theater Faculty 
Artistic Advisor , is scheduled 
to direct The Last Season by 
Christopher Moore , winner of 
Columbia College's 2nd Annual 
Theodore Ward Prize for 
playwriting, at ETA running 
this winter, 1992 . Later i n 
April he will direct The Glass 
Menagerie by Tennessee Williams 
at The Black Ensemble. Both 
productions will feature an all 
African- American cast . Chuck 
will also be directing a return 
engagement of The Meeting by 
Jeff Stetson and The Life and 
Times of Decon A.L. Wiley by G 
Travis Williams at The Great 
American History Theater in st. 
Paul, Minnesota in January. 
Music faculty member Bette 
Coulson with Evelyn Binz (the 
Lakeside Piano Duo) perform 
October 27 in the 1991 Ch icago 
Area Music Teach er's 
Scholarship Benefit Concert at 
the Sherwood Conservatory . 
They will be playing the music 
of Copland and Tcherepnin for 
two pianos . 
Fran Maggio, Ma nager of 
Columbia's costume shop, 
designed costumes for Candide 
at The court Theatre , Prelude 
to a Kiss at the Wellington 
Theatre, and is now the 
Resident Designer for The 
National Jewish Theater. Fran 
is also nominated for a Joseph 
Jefferson Award for her costume 
designs in The Golem at 
National Jewish Theater. 
Accents and Dialects teacher 
Susan Philpot is appearing in 
Egyus at Interplay Theat re . 
STAFF 
Directing teacher Terry McCabe 
was nominated for a Joseph 
Jefferson Award for his 
direction in Onl y Jiddinql 
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